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‘JOY FOUND US’ Continued from  Front Page

Community members explore And Through Their Eyes Grow Thorns: Joy Found Us, The T.R.U.T.H. Project’s Pride Month exhibition of 50 vibrant multimedia works by queer 
artists of color.

Just inches away lay another foursome: brightly 
colored portraits of Black people, all with distinctive 
geometric overlays. All were created by Venezuelan-born 
artist Johnny Lain, who also moonlights as a high school 
art teacher.

Artist Marcus Arceneaux vibrantly reimagines the 
iconic Mexican painter Frida Kahlo in Frida; like Lain’s, 
his work forms an intriguing cross-cultural pollination 
between Black and Brown creatives.

Even more striking was an acrylic creation by 16-year-
old  artist Noah Hanney, whose piece After Dinosaurs (or 
“AD”) depicts twin fi gures crowned with dinosaur heads. 
Their blush makeup matches the adjacent lilies and the 
pastel-pink background.

The work took 3–4 days, Hanney said, and refl ects 
a motif of animal imagery, among other themes. “I’ve 
always used art to express identity and feelings of living 
as a biracial and queer person and artist,” Hanney says in 
an artist statement. “I typically include a lot of animals 
and try to break boundaries between race, gender and life 
in general.”

Life can be challenging, 
as we’re reminded by 
Marcus Arceneaux’s Who 
You Are. Amid dense, 
overlapping imagery is 
a face whose eyes are 
fi lled with tears. Written 
messages express both 
profound anguish and deep 
faith: in the top left corner 
are lyrics from gospel 
singer Marvin Sapp’s 
“Praise Him In Advance”; 
below is another iconic 
gospel message: “Order 
my steps in your word.” 
On the other side are 
wrenching confessionals: 
“All of my sorrows, I just 
been washing them down,” 
Arceneaux writes. “It’s 
been the only peace I can 
fi nd.”

Below that, a cry for 
help: “Somebody save 
me… They say my lifestyle 
is bad for my health… It’s 
the only thing that seems to 
set me free,” he continues. 
“I’m so damaged beyond 
repair.” But through it 
all, faith reigns supreme: 
“Know God got your 

back!”
Artist Vanola “Trinadad” Joseph marked Pride Month 

elegantly with Pride Celebration.
On the other side of the wall lay Joseph’s masterpiece 

Ms. Mardi Gras, which depicts multiple scenes of New 
Orleans. On the left, a woman celebrating the title holiday 
(with beads that Joseph glued on herself); on the right, a 
series of images comprising the NOLA skyline, the city’s 
unique architecture, and an actual menu from a local 
restaurant the artist visited. Joseph told the Forward Times
that New Orleans reminds her of her native Trinidad.

Artist Rian Izk has a background in contemporary art, 
with a surrealist approach to storytelling. Art takes fl ight 
in the creation He Fly.

Artist Wyntress X’ion paid homage to the late poet and 
educator Nikki Giovanni with Poetic Power. Against a 
square, green background, a blonde Giovanni is front and 
center, surrounded by doves and lit up by shades of yellow, 
orange and lilac. Giovanni, a leading voice in the Black 
Arts Movement, asserted her identity and militant Black 
pride in volumes of poetry before becoming a professor 
at Virginia Tech. Giovanni, a queer Black female poet, 
echoes the theme of the exhibit, underscoring X’ion’s 
commitment to using colors and relics that signify Black 
women’s impact on humanity.

Artist Lashunacie Johnson incorporated unusual 
material into her work Widney.

But she also presented a kaleidoscopic world of colors 
in My Angel (oil on canvas). She said the art was inspired 
by affi  rmational dreams in which an angel came to her 
and said, “It’s your time.” The three months she spent on 
it paid off : “This is the best oil painting I’ve ever created.” 
And now that she’s completed it, she says, opportunities 
are coming out of nowhere.

Artist Sebastian Gomez de la Torre says that chief 
among his many inspirations is the male form. That’s 
demonstrated in Cowboy, a chest-up charcoal creation. 
Gomez de la Torre says he was inspired partly by the 
recent renaissance of Black cowboy culture, fostered in 
no small part by Beyoncé’s landmark album Cowboy 
Carter.

A companion piece of sorts is stationed down the hall. 
Intimate depicts a man’s bare, muscular torso from neck 
to navel. As Gomez de la Torre himself acknowledged, 
one could imagine that this torso belongs to the cowboy’s 
body.

Equally intimate is The Chaos Between Us, by 
Tillanye Stewart.

These diverse works, curated by Anderson, have a 
unifying theme: joy. “What I’m really desiring for people 
to walk away with is a sense of the joy narrative that is 
expressed on canvas and photography by the artists,” he 
says. “This is a part of our resistance: to have a collective 
voice as artists — and to be able to express that in safety.”
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